7

@)
s

\9 UNIDIR

UNIDIR Roundup
and Outlook 2025

&) | \QUNIDIR

Certificate of Completion




Peacekeepers at work in Juba, South Sudan. © UNMISS/Gregorio Cunha

A challenging year for
international security

2024 was a year of growing challenges.

Persistent and devastating conflicts continued to plague various regions
of the world, with a raft of interconnected global crises only aggravating
divisions and tensions. The threat of nuclear escalation cast an ever longer
shadow across the globe, and the great promise of emerging technologies
was too often tainted by the risk of their abuse and misuse.

Not for the first time, the need for disarmament and arms control became
clearest just as hopes for their achievement appeared most distant.
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The Pact for the Future ... includes
measures to mount an immediate

and coordinated response to ’
complex global shocks. 5y

Secretary-General Ant6nio Guterres
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DIR Outer Space Security Conference explored challenges and

solutions in this increasingly important doREin. (NASA, public domain)
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based disarmament diplomats as part of the 2024 Dis‘a



https://unidir.org/women-ai/
https://unidir.org/what-we-do/unidir-academy/training-on-international-law-norms-and-cyberspace/
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https://unidir.org/what-we-do/unidir-academy/disarmament-orientation-course/
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UNIDIR Global Disarmament
Research Network

Innovating forimpact

Our expertise is today bolstered further by

a vast web of partnerships and alliances Our range of innovative digital tools for building trust and shared

that makes us a hub for engagement with understanding expanded once again in 2024. Our Managing Exits from

leading thinktanks, academic institutions Armed Conflict dashboards began to provide real-time, dynamic acccess

and industry players all over the world. Our to local insights on a number of ongoing conflicts. A new tool offering

fellowship programme brings in knowledge, access to these dashboards via a unified digital portal is on the way.

ideas and good counsel at every level,
from specialists in vital niche technologies to The Middle East WMD-Free Zone Compass maps the statements,
seasoned leaders who have had the privilege proposals and postures of stakeholders

of accepting the Nobel Prize for Peace. in the WMD-free Zone initiative to

help find room for understanding \
amid diverging views.

And we also developed a fully

interative version of our groundbreaking
Lexicon of Outer Space Security, ready
for launch in 2025.
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Making a difference in 2025

In 2025, UNIDIR will remain at the frontier of technological change,
examining the convergence of Al with other technologies and domains,
building capacity in areas like cybersecurity to bring in the full diversity of
global perspectives, and giving partners a head start on key technologies,
from 6G and synthetic data to 3D-printed weapons and drone warfare.

The reduction of nuclear risks will remain a core part of our

work, while a new digital repository will support progress on nuclear
disarmament verification. To promote peer-learning and mutual trust, we
will complete our mapping of national implementation measures by the 187
States Parties to the Biological Weapons Convention.

We will explore ways to integrate community-led arms control into
peacebuilding and armed violence reduction. Real-time analysis of the
drivers of armed-group recruitment will shape programming on the ground.
We will work to weave gender-sensitive victim assistance into multilateral
instruments. And in the face of tension and upheaval, we will seek out
vital spaces for dialogue on arms control in the Middle East.




Though new challenges will arise in 2025, with
diplomacy, dialogue and your vital support, we
can-and we must - build a more secure,
more peaceful world.

Thank you. | 9 uNIDIR
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