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• Will discuss issues related to bias in autonomous weapons and AI in the
framework of the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW)
Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) on Lethal Autonomous Weapons
(LAWS).

• Will build on the working paper “Address Bias in Autonomous Weapons”
submitted to the GGE on LAWS in March 2024 by a group of 10 States.

• Will be further discussed based on the side event “Fixing Gender
Glitches in Military AI: Mitigating Unintended Biases and Tackling Risks”
on 6 March 2024

• Will mark the launch of UNIDIR’s new Factsheet on Gender and LAWS,
with data analysis related to gender considerations in LAWS.

“What Works to Tackle Biases in Artificial Intelligence?

Setting the Stage for the Discussion
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https://docs-library.unoda.org/Convention_on_Certain_Conventional_Weapons_-Group_of_Governmental_Experts_on_Lethal_Autonomous_Weapons_Systems_(2024)/CCW-GGE.1-2024-WP.5.pdf
https://unidir.org/event/fixing-gender-glitches-in-military-ai-mitigating-unintended-biases-and-tackling-risks/
https://unidir.org/event/fixing-gender-glitches-in-military-ai-mitigating-unintended-biases-and-tackling-risks/
https://unidir.org/publication/gender-and-lethal-autonomous-weapons-systems/


Approach & Methodology

Three Areas of Focus Five Areas of Analysis

Qualitative

The Significance of Gender 

during the GGE on LAWS
(since 2016)

- Highlight the Importance of Considering 

Gender Perspectives in Discussions about 
LAWS

- Explore the Potential Impact of Gender Bias 

on the Development, Deployment, and Use 
of LAWS

Women Participants 

in the GGE on LAWS

- Discuss the Roles and Contributions of 

Women Participants in Shaping the Dialogue 
around LAWS

Quantitative

- Examine the Representation of Women in the 

GGE on LAWS

Number of References 

(Gender, Women, and Bias) 
during the GGE on LAWS

- Analyze the Frequency and Context of 

References to Gender, Women, and Bias in 
Discussions and Documents Related to the 

GGE on LAWS
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Research Question: “Why and How is Gender Perspective 

Important in the Context of GGE on LAWS?”



Gender Matters in LAWS
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Gender and Disarmament & Security and Technology Programmes (2024) "Factsheet: Gender and Lethal 
Autonomous Weapons Systems", UNIDIR, Geneva, Switzerland.

https://unidir.org/publication/gender-and-lethal-autonomous-weapons-systems/
https://unidir.org/publication/gender-and-lethal-autonomous-weapons-systems/


Gender in the CCW on LAWS
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Gender and Disarmament & Security and Technology Programmes (2024) "Factsheet: Gender and Lethal 
Autonomous Weapons Systems", UNIDIR, Geneva, Switzerland.

https://unidir.org/publication/gender-and-lethal-autonomous-weapons-systems/
https://unidir.org/publication/gender-and-lethal-autonomous-weapons-systems/


Future Research and Discussion
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Further Identifying Gaps and Areas for Future Research



Areas for Action
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Gender and Disarmament & Security and Technology Programmes (2024) "Factsheet: Gender and Lethal 
Autonomous Weapons Systems", UNIDIR, Geneva, Switzerland.

https://unidir.org/publication/gender-and-lethal-autonomous-weapons-systems/
https://unidir.org/publication/gender-and-lethal-autonomous-weapons-systems/


Thank you.
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