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Let’s start…

- The use of S&T for supporting 
processes/mechanisms/advice 
is well established in different 
disarmament regimes.

- Main objective to monitor 
relevant S&T advances and 
provide advice. 



Aim: Food for thought by showing some S&T examples to aid your 
upcoming consultations

1. S&T in the SG report: highlights on Bio and Chem.
2. S&T at the OPCW: SAB + biotoxin working group.
3. S&T in the CTBTO: analysis and data collection.
4. S&T for Small Arms and Light Weapons: a proposal for a technical board.
5. S&T within the BWC: where S&T already happens + future views.



1. Secretary-General’s report on current developments in science and 
technology and their potential impacts on international security and 
disarmament efforts

• First report in 1990 (ongoing)

• Topics (1990-2018): nuclear, space tech, 
materials tech, information and 
biotechnology

• Call for experts to submit individual 
papers assessing the impact and military 
potential of developments in those fields.

• A multistakeholder high-level conference: 
“New trends in science and technology: 
implications for international peace and 
security”, was held in Japan in 1990.
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2. S&T in the Chemical Weapons Convention

“Its scientific endeavours are

particularly important for those states

with more limited resources and

unable to monitor the various

advances in science and technology”



Temporary working groups (e.g: Analysis of 
Biotoxins): 

• “These groups comprise Board members 
with relevant expertise, bolstered by 
additional external experts.

• 2-year mandate 

• 5 subgroups 

• Addressed seven specific questions that 
the Director-General had requested (e.g: 
list of biotoxins most relevant to consider 
when building capabilities for 
investigations of alleged use). 

• Met a total of 7 times: 4 virtual and 3 in-
person meetings.

• Funded: EU

• Report to the SAB.



3. S&T at the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBTO) 

Systems work together to detect nuclear 
tests around the globe. 

• International Data Centre (IDC)

• International Monitoring System (IMS)

• Global Communications Infrastructure 
(GCI). 

• Ready for future On-Site inspections (tech 
for imaging, radiation monitoring).

• Science and Technology conference series 
to foster innovation and enhance the 
treaty’s verification regime.



4. S&T for Small Arms and Light Weapons

Scope of the open-ended technical expert group 
(proposal):

1. Address current challenges posed by recent and 
ongoing developments in weapons manufacturing, 
technology and design (use of polymer and 3D printing).

2. Find potential opportunities to strengthen the 
implementation of the PoA/ITI (program of action/ 
International Tracing Instrument).

3. To bridge the technological gap between states 
through international cooperation and assistance

4. Establish a mechanism capable of monitoring and 
developing effective measures for dealing with future 
technologies.



5. Where does Science Advice fit in the BWC?

• Meeting of Experts on Review 
of Developments in the Field 
of Science and Technology 
Related to the Convention

• MSPs & RevCons
• Youth4Biosecurity
• NCPs
• Int S&T Conference in preparation 

for 9th Rev Con.
---------------------
• Working Group topics.
• Science and Technology Review 

Mechanism
• ICA
• Verification mechanism



Let’s finish…

“ BWC States Parties may need
to build a common
understanding around why
States Parties require a review,
who the review is for, and how
any outputs or advice will be
used. Clarity around these
questions can enable States
Parties to develop a mechanism
that best suits their needs “



Gracias!

https://disarmament.unoda.org/biological-weapons/
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