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ITIS 90 SECONDS
TO MIDNIGHT

© 2023, Bulletin of Atomic Scientists/Jamie Christiani.

2023 was a year of crisis upon crisis. Armed conflicts exacerbated
grave socio-economic and environmental challenges. Nuclear weapons
made an unwelcome return to the global spotlight. The wonders of trans-
formative digital technology brought growing fears over powerful but poorly
understood risks. With military expenditure worldwide climbing to USD

2.2 trillion, it is no surprise that the Doomsday Clock now stands at just 90
seconds to midnight — as close as humanity has ever come to its self-de-
struction.
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UNIDIR’s Space Security Programme provides support and advice to the OEWG
on Space Threats. © 2022, UNODA.

The 78th General Assembly was able to adopt more than 50 resolu-
tions and decisions emerging from its First Committee, on everything
from nuclear to conventional weapons, from outer space to regional arms
control.

Open-Ended Working Groups and Groups of Governmental Experts
continued to take up the challenge of emerging technologies by
advancing common understanding and proposing viable solutions in areas
like cyber, space and lethal autonomous weapon systems.

By adopting the Global Framework for Through-Life Conventional Ammu-
nition Management, the General Assembly took a vital step towards
cutting off the oft-neglected oxygen that enables conflict the world
over: diverted, illicit and misused ammunition.
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This year’s Disarmament Orientation Course in Geneva was taken up by oy ? >
0

diplomats from 38 different countries.
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In 2024, UNIDIR will delve further into Responsible Al in the military
domain, with our Women in Al Fellowship sharpening our existing focus
on the gendered aspects and impacts of new technologies. We will
examine enabling technologies, from semiconductors and nanotechnol-
ogy to next-gen connectivity and quantum computing. Flagship annual
conferences in New York and Geneva will unpack key cyber threats, drive
progress towards greater security in outer space, and examine radical im-
plications of developments in science and technology.

On the ground, we will explore novel risks from craft-produced weapons
and help partners keep guns out of the wrong hands through better man-
agement of weapons and ammunition. We will analyse how armed group
activity and recruitment is linked to climate change, sexual violence and
youth. Well-established work on nuclear risk reduction will increasingly
consider threats from converging technologies, and our biorisks research
will look in-depth at verification so as to better support the work of the Bio-
logical Weapons Convention Working Group.

The UNIDIR Futures Lab and our continuous integration of foresight meth-
odologies across the board allow us to keep pace with the rapidly
evolving global security environment well beyond 2024.



UNIDIR Director Robin Geiss opens the 2023 Innovations Dialogue on the impact
of artificial intelligence for future battlefields. © 2023, Antoine Tardy/UNIDIR.
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