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*HQGHU�(TXDOLW\�LQ�WKH�

&KHPLFDO�:HDSRQV�5HJLPH

“The chemical science community must confront 

systemic disadvantages and enable as many differ-

ent kinds of people as possible to contribute to sci-

HQWLĆF�GLVFRYHU\�DQG�LQQRYDWLRQ�ë

– Royal Society of Chemistry, 20181

'DWD�IURP�WKH�86�DQG�WKH�8.�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�
of women completing undergraduate degrees in chemistry 
LV�KLJKHU�WKDQ� LQ�PRVW�RI�RWKHU�67(0�VXEMHFWV��ZLWK�QHDUO\�
����RI�WKH�EDFKHORUèV�GHJUHHV�LQ�FKHPLVWU\�EHLQJ�DZDUGHG�
WR�ZRPHQ��

2XW�RI�WKH�����ODXUHDWHV�RI�1REHO�3UL]H�LQ�&KHPLVWU\��RQO\�
��DUH�ZRPHQ��

The gender gap widens as one moves up from the under-
graduate to senior levels, showing a negative correlation 
between the proportion of women and seniority in this dis-
FLSOLQH��

:RPHQèV�XQGHUUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�FDQ�UHLQIRUFH�H[LVWLQJ�ELDVHV�
LQ�VFLHQWLĆF�UHVHDUFK�DQG�WKZDUW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�GLVFRYHU\�
DQG�LQQRYDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�FKHPLFDO�VFLHQFHV�

ZZZ�XQLGLU�RUJ

GENDER BALANCE IN THE OPCW TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT3

7KH�2UJDQLVDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�3URKLELWLRQ�RI�&KHPLFDO�:HDSRQV��23&:��
RYHUVHHV�WKH�JOREDO�HQGHDYRU�WR�SHUPDQHQWO\�DQG�YHULĆDEO\�HOLPL-
QDWH� FKHPLFDO� ZHDSRQV�� ,WV� 7HFKQLFDO� 6HFUHWDULDW� FRPSULVHV� RYHU�
����VWDII�PHPEHUV�UHFUXLWHG� IURP�PRUH�WKDQ����23&:�0HPEHU�
6WDWHV�

In addition to achieving gender parity at the leadership level, the 
6HFUHWDULDW� HVWDEOLVKHG�D�QHWZRUN�RI�*HQGHU�)RFDO�3RLQWV� WR�SUR-
YLGH� VXSSRUW�� FRXQVHO�� DQG� WUDLQLQJ� LQLWLDWLYHV� WR�HQFRXUDJH�ZRUN�
life balance and gender mainstreaming at every level of the Or-
JDQLVDWLRQ�

Engage in initiatives that combat harmful gender stereo-
W\SHV�LQ�VFLHQFHV�DQG�SURPRWH�JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\�LQ�67(0��H�J��
23&:èV�:RPHQ� LQ� &KHPLVWU\� 6\PSRVLXP�� $GD� /RYHODFH�
Day,  Diversify Chemistry 

Ensure that women and men are equally represented in 
panel discussions, by planning participation early and by fo-
FXVLQJ�RQ�VSHDNHU�H[SHUWLVH�

Distribute relevant resources on gender ahead of CWC 
&RQIHUHQFHV� RI� 6WDWHV� 3DUWLHV�� VXFK� DV� WKH�*HQGHU�	�'LV-
armament Resource Pack developed by the International 
*HQGHU�&KDPSLRQV�'LVDUPDPHQW�,PSDFW�*URXS�

Track participation of men and women as speakers and 
PDNH�WKH�GDWD�DYDLODEOH�

I D E A S  F O R  A C T I O N

GENDER BALANCE IN CWC CONFERENCES OF THE STATES 

PARTIES (2016-2020)

)ROORZLQJ� D� UHFXUUHQW� SDWWHUQ� LQ� DUPV� FRQWURO� DQG� GLVDUPDPHQW�
diplomacy, women are underrepresented in the Conference of the 
6WDWHV�3DUWLHV�WR�WKH�&KHPLFDO�:HDSRQV�&RQYHQWLRQ��&:&���FRP-
SULVLQJ��RQ�DYHUDJH��D�WKLUG�RI�WKH�GLSORPDWV�4
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http://www.unidir.org
https://www.rsc.org/globalassets/02-about-us/our-strategy/inclusion-diversity/cm-044-17_a4-diversity-landscape-of-the-chemical-sciences-report_web-2.pdf
https://www.rsc.org/globalassets/02-about-us/our-strategy/inclusion-diversity/cm-044-17_a4-diversity-landscape-of-the-chemical-sciences-report_web-2.pdf
https://www.rsc.org/globalassets/02-about-us/our-strategy/inclusion-diversity/cm-044-17_a4-diversity-landscape-of-the-chemical-sciences-report_web-2.pdf
http://www.aps.org/programs/education/statistics/
https://www.hesa.ac.uk/data-and-analysis
https://unidir.org/publication/still-behind-curve
https://unidir.org/publication/still-behind-curve
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6H[�VSHFLĆF�DQG�*HQGHUHG�

,PSDFWV�RI�&KHPLFDO�:HDSRQV

ZZZ�XQLGLU�RUJ

Research has indicated variation in levels of suscepti-
bility between men and women to toxic agents, as well 
DV�VH[�VSHFLĆF�SUREOHPV�LQ�UHSURGDXFWLYH�KHDOWK�DQG�RE-
VWHWULF�GLIĆFXOWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�PLVFDUULDJHV�DQG�LQIHUWLOLW\�

In previous chemical incidents, gender roles have shaped 
GLVWLQFW�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�VRFLDO�VWLJPD�DPRQJ� LQGLYLGXDOV��
The threat of stigmatization can dissuade people from 
VHHNLQJ�PHGLFDO�DVVLVWDQFH�DQG�UHSRUWLQJ�FDVHV��

In the event of chemical weapons use, gender roles may 
lead to different levels of exposure between men and 
women, especially when one gender shoulders most of 
the caregiving responsibilities in both domestic and pro-
IHVVLRQDO�VHWWLQJV��

Studies have shown that children may be at greater 
risk of exposure than adults to toxic effects of chemical 
ZHDSRQV�

W H AT  I S  T H E  E V I D E N C E ? 5

.QRZOHGJH�RI�VH[�VSHFLĆF�DQG�JHQGHUHG�HIIHFWV�FDQ� LQ-
form public health protocols, including medical screening 
DQG�WUHDWPHQW�

$ZDUHQHVV�RI�VH[�VSHFLĆF�GLIIHUHQFHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�RI��JHQ-
dered dynamics, can lead to more effective assistance, 
LQFOXGLQJ� VSHFLĆF� DFWLRQV� WR� PLQLPL]H� VWLJPD� DQG� HP-
SRZHU�VXUYLYRUV�

Applying a gender lens to public health response can 
increase resilience to and aid recovery from a chemical 
weapons attack, ultimately  enhancing the security and 
ZHOO�EHLQJ�RI�6WDWHV�DQG�SHRSOH��

Mainstream sex and gender analysis in national pub-
lic health systems, ensuring the collection of sex-and 
DJH�GLVDJJUHJDWHG�GDWD��

Support the establishment of mechanisms to collect sex-
DQG� DJH�GLVDJJUHJDWHG�GDWD� LQ�23&:� IDFW�ĆQGLQJ�PLV-
VLRQV�

Adopt agenda items that consider gender perspectives 
in the implementation of the CWC, including in the pro-
YLVLRQ�RI�DVVLVWDQFH��

Fund and support research on the differentiated im-
SDFWV�RI�WR[LF�DJHQWV�DPRQJ�ZRPHQ��PHQ��ER\V�DQG�JLUOV�

Identify and overcome gendered communication barri-
ers to get health messages through to key actors, such as 
SULPDU\�FDUHJLYHUV��

Provide gender-responsive assistance to survivors of 
FKHPLFDO��LQFLGHQWV��WDNLQJ�LQWR�DFFRXQW�VH[�VSHFLĆF�DQG�
JHQGHUHG�LPSDFWV��
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W H Y  I T  M AT T E R S

����6HH�'DODTXD��5�+���5HYLOO�-���&RQQHO��1���+D\��$���0LVVLQJ�/LQNV��8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�6H[��DQG�*HQGHU�5HODWHG�,PSDFWV�RI�

&KHPLFDO�DQG�%LRORJLFDO�:HDSRQV��8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�'LVDUPDPHQW�5HVHDUFK��81,',5���������KWWSV���XQLGLU�RUJ�

SXEOLFDWLRQ�PLVVLQJ�OLQNV�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�VH[�DQG�JHQGHU�UHODWHG�LPSDFWV�FKHPLFDO�DQG�ELRORJLFDO
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http://www.unidir.org
https://unidir.org/publication/missing-links-understanding-sex-and-gender-related-impacts-chemical-and-biological
https://unidir.org/publication/missing-links-understanding-sex-and-gender-related-impacts-chemical-and-biological

