FACTSHEET: GE ND ER AND C HEM I C AL W E APONS

“The chemical science community must confront
systemic disadvantages and enable as many different kinds of people as possible to contribute to sci– Royal Society of Chemistry, 20181

of women completing undergraduate degrees in chemistry

GENDER BALANCE IN THE OPCW TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT3

The gender gap widens as one moves up from the undergraduate to senior levels, showing a negative correlation
between the proportion of women and seniority in this dis-

GENDER BALANCE IN CWC CONFERENCES OF THE STATES
PARTIES (2016-2020)
diplomacy, women are underrepresented in the Conference of the
4

In addition to achieving gender parity at the leadership level, the
230,5

life balance and gender mainstreaming at every level of the Or-
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IDEAS FOR ACTION

1 Engage in initiatives that combat harmful gender stereo-

3 Distribute relevant resources on gender ahead of CWC
armament Resource Pack developed by the International

Day, Diversify Chemistry

2 Ensure that women and men are equally represented in

4 Track participation of men and women as speakers and

panel discussions, by planning participation early and by fo-

-

curve
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W H AT I S T H E E V I D E N C E ? 5
Research has indicated variation in levels of susceptibility between men and women to toxic agents, as well
-

In the event of chemical weapons use, gender roles may
lead to different levels of exposure between men and
women, especially when one gender shoulders most of
the caregiving responsibilities in both domestic and pro-

In previous chemical incidents, gender roles have shaped
The threat of stigmatization can dissuade people from

Studies have shown that children may be at greater
risk of exposure than adults to toxic effects of chemical

W H Y I T M AT T E R S
form public health protocols, including medical screening

Applying a gender lens to public health response can
increase resilience to and aid recovery from a chemical
weapons attack, ultimately enhancing the security and

dered dynamics, can lead to more effective assistance,
-

IDEAS FOR ACTION

1 Mainstream sex and gender analysis in national pub-

4 Fund and support research on the differentiated im-

lic health systems, ensuring the collection of sex-and

2 Support the establishment of mechanisms to collect sex-

5 Identify and overcome gendered communication barri-

-

ers to get health messages through to key actors, such as

3 Adopt agenda items that consider gender perspectives

6 Provide gender-responsive assistance to survivors of

in the implementation of the CWC, including in the pro-

