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Target:
5.2: Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in public and private spheres (…)
5.5: Ensure women’s full and effective participation and equal opportunities for leadership at all levels of
decision-making in political, economic and public life.
Violence using explosive weapons kills and injures women and girls. Although there have been few
contemporary studies on how explosive weapons affect women and their roles in economic and political
life, the available evidence suggests that their use in populated areas may pose a greater risk to women
than any other weapon category. The destruction of infrastructure and services by explosive weapons
makes the practical tasks expected of women and girls in their daily lives more burdensome. In societies
where domestic duties are primarily a woman’s responsibility and social expectations mark females as
caregivers, women and girls also have to ensure continuation of daily life when water and electricity are
interrupted and food prices rise. They have to care for family members injured and permanently disabled
by explosive weapons, often in the absence of health infrastructure. These longitudinal impacts hinder
women’s ability to participate in public life. Overall, much more research is needed to understand how
explosive weapons affect women’s empowerment.

The Women, Peace and Security agenda, based on Security Council Resolution 1325,1 recognizes the
precarious situation of women in conflict, but also calls upon all States to allow for increased
participation of women in decision-making on matters of peace and security.2 Addressing women’s needs
in conflict requires protection from violence and its consequences, and space for women to participate in
economic and political decision-making in the reconstruction of societies in the aftermath of war.
In 2014, the Reaching Critical Will Disarmament Programme of the Women’s International League for Peace
and Freedom (WILPF) produced the first overview of the impact of explosive weapons on women, which
highlighted key aspects of how women are made vulnerable by explosive weapons.3 The overview implies
that much remains to be done in examining and drawing attention to reverberating impacts. No work
related to contemporary conflicts could be identified that discussed the effects of explosive weapons use in
populated areas on women’s empowerment and gender equality. Some documented psychological impacts
on caregivers of small arms victims are likely to also apply to women caring for family members injured by
explosive weapons.
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The effects of explosive violence on women and girls
Qualitative accounts of the death toll from the use of explosive weapons in populated areas suggest that
women make up a sizeable proportion of the civilian causalities. Many of the high-casualty incidents occur
in places where women are often present, such as markets, homes and schools.4 However, quantitative
data on the casualties of explosive weapons are usually not disaggregated by gender. In 2014, AOAV
recorded over 40,000 casualties from the use of explosive violence, of which 78 per cent were civilians, but
the number of women among them was not reported.5 Yet a study on casualties in Iraq indicated that
women made up 34 per cent of civilian casualties from explosive weapons use. This is the highest
proportion of female casualties of all weapon categories.6 These data suggest that women are highly
vulnerable to death and injury from explosive weapons because they are likely to be in places such as
residential buildings and markets that are often affected by explosive weapons use in populated areas.
Effects on women’s and girl’s empowerment and participation in decision-making
There are no focused studies of the extensive use of explosive weapons in populated areas affects women’s
empowerment and participation in decision-making.
In many societies, women are expected to carry out most, if not all, of the domestic labour, which
reduces women’s ability to participate in political and social life and decision-making. The evidence
discussed for other SDGs in previous chapters strongly suggests that the destruction caused by explosive
weapons in populated areas will increase the time spent on domestic work because the performance of
daily chores becomes more burdensome. The limited availability of food requires many hours spent
queuing to access basics foods, as was reported from Donetsk, Ukraine,7 and Yarmouk refugee camp in
Damascus, Syrian Arab Republic, in February 2014.8 Damage to piped water supply has an enormous cost in
terms of the additional time spent obtaining water. Interruptions to electricity and water supplies force
people to abandon labour saving technology and switch to basic techniques such as washing by hand.9
Women and girls are also usually the main caregivers for family members. Caring for children becomes
more difficult when schools are closed because of damage or because they are used as shelters. In the
Syrian Arab Republic for example, it was found that school attendance was down to approximately two
days a week.10 Caring for elderly family members is made more burdensome when access to food and
water is reduced. Explosive violence leads to added caring responsibilities when family members are
injured by explosive weapons and suffer the long-term effects of violently acquired disability. Caregiving
has clear economic, health, and human rights implications for women. Many caregivers, particularly in lowincome settings, suffer economically because they are not able to work outside the home or participate in
education or training.11 Caregiving can lead to vicarious trauma, the indirect or secondary traumatization
experienced by caregivers.12
Destruction of infrastructure by explosive weapons and the consequential decline in services requires
changes to daily routines. This reduces women’s capacity to participate in political and social life, and
thereby reinforces their disempowerment in the longer term.
In summary, the upheaval caused by the destruction from explosive weapons will affect gender relations in
many nuanced ways. More research is needed to understand how explosive weapons make women and
girls vulnerable, overburden them, and therefore affect their ability to participate fully in economic and
political life.
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