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Speaker Biographies 
 
Ben BASELEY-WALKER is the Programme Lead of the Emerging Security Threats Programme at the 
United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR). Having established the programme in 
2011, Mr Baseley-Walker directs the work of the group, which encompasses outer space, cyberspace, 
environmental conflict, biological threats and the role of emerging technologies in conflict mitigation 
and prevention. With significant experience in international relations, international law, and 
strategic communications, Mr Baseley-Walker brings an innovative strategic approach to his work 
facilitating and supporting international dialogue on emerging areas of conflict and international 
security. Before joining UNIDIR, Mr Baseley-Walker was the Advisor on Security Policy and 
International Law for the Secure World Foundation (SWF). He previously worked in international 
relations and international law in East Africa with the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights, 
the Ethiopia International Law Project and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Mr Baseley-Walker studied International and European Law at the Universiteit Van 
Amsterdam Law School in The Netherlands, and Politics at the University of Edinburgh in Scotland. 
He is also a graduate of the International Space University Space Studies Programme in Beijing. 
 
Richard DESGAGNÉ is a Regional Legal Adviser for the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) Beijing Regional Delegation. He has been working for the ICRC since 2001. Within the ICRC's 
Advisory Service on international humanitarian law (IHL), he mainly works on the implementation of 
IHL in national legal systems, and on spreading knowledge and the promotion of IHL among national 
authorities and academic circles. His previous assignments were: Regional Legal Adviser for South 
East Asia (2008-2012) based in Kuala Lumpur, Central and South Eastern Europe (2006-2008) and 
West and Central Africa (2003-2006). Before joining ICRC, Mr Desgagné was a legal consultant on 
different research projects in international environmental law, human rights and humanitarian law 
with the Asser Institute of International Law in The Hague (Netherlands) (2000-2001), New York 
University Law School, (1998-2000), and the ICRC, in Geneva. He obtained his Law Degree from the 
University of Montreal (1990) and his Master’s in Law from McGill University (1992). He also holds a 
degree in Business Administration (University of Quebec, 1992) and a Diploma of Graduate studies in 
International Relations (International Law) (D.E.S.) from the Graduate Institute of International 
Studies (Geneva, 1994). He is a member of the Bar of Quebec (Canada). 
 
Tobias FEAKIN joined the Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) as Senior Analyst for National 
Security in October 2012. He examines issues relating to national security policy, cyber security, 
global counter-terrorism, resilience, critical infrastructure protection. He established the 
International Cyber Policy Centre at ASPI in 2013 and is currently the Director of Centre. In this role, 
he researches how cyberspace is used for nefarious purposes, by state and non-state actors, creating 
collaborative policy responses, and creating national and international cooperation in cyberspace. 
He is a member of the Devising Cyber Policy and Cyber Defence working group at the Oxford 



University Global Cyber Security Capacity Centre, and a Research Advisor for the Global Commission 
on Internet Governance run by Chatham House. He was recently appointed by Australian Prime 
Minister Tony Abbott to an expert panel to assist the government in its Cyber Security Review. He 
has worked as a Research Fellow for the Landau Network, Centro-Volta in Italy, and the UK Home 
Office. He was previously Senior Research Fellow and Director of the National Security and 
Resilience department at the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and Security Studies, in 
London, and is still Senior Associate Fellow of RUSI. 
 

FU Cong has served as the Coordinator for Cyber Affairs of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of People's 
Republic of China since November 2013. Mr Fu has dedicated himself to multilateral diplomacy for 
more than 20 years, commanding rich experience in security and social fields. His diplomatic career 
began when he joined the Chinese Foreign Ministry in 1987. He has served in Beijing and overseas in 
Vienna and Geneva, during which he participated in several arms control-related negotiations, 
including the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty and the Chemical Weapons Convention. He 
became Deputy Director General of the Arms Control Department of the Chinese Foreign Ministry in 
2003, and was the Deputy Director General of the Foreign Affairs Office of China's Xinjiang 
Autonomous Region from 2004 to 2005. From September 2005 to October 2007, Mr Fu worked as 
Minister-Counsellor in China's Permanent Mission in Geneva, Switzerland, overseeing issues related 
to UN agencies based in Geneva, including the World Intellectual Property Organization and the 
International Telecommunication Union. From 2007 to 2013, Mr Fu served as Assistant Director 
General and Advisor to the Director General of World Health Organization. Mr Fu graduated from 
the Foreign Affairs College in Beijing and studied in the Polytechnic of Central London in the United 
Kingdom.  
 
Abhimanyu GHOSH had a distinguished 36-year career in the Indian Army where he served as Head 
of Army Cyber Security Establishment prior to his retirement. He is currently serving as Director of 
National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) within the Government of India where he deals with 
cybersecurity issues. He holds a Bachelor’s in Telecommunication, an Master’s of Science in Defence 
Studies and a Master’s of Philosophy in Defence and Management Studies. He is certified as an 
Information System Auditor (CISA from ISACA) and a Cyber Law and Certified Information System 
Security Professional (CISSP) from ISC2. He is a Fellow of the Institute of Electronics and Telecom 
Engineers (IETE) and Life Member of Computer Society Of India (CSI) and United Services Institute 
(USI). He has been a member of the Indian delegation in various bilateral and multilateral dialogues 
on cyber security. He participated in the Munich Security Conference 2011, the 7th North East Asian 
Policy Forum Meeting in Seoul in October 2011, and the International Conference on Cyber Space in 
2011 in London and 2012 in Budapest. He was a Member of the Indian delegation to the 3rd UN GGE, 
attending sessions in Geneva in January 2013 and New York in June 2013.  
 
Julie HECKSCHER is the Assistant Secretary the ‘Sanctions, Treaties and Transnational Crime’ within 
the Legal Branch at the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Prior to taking up her 
position, she was the Deputy Head of Mission at the Australian High Commission in Singapore (2010-
2014), Deputy Head of Mission at the Australian Embassy in Ottawa (2009 -2010), and Deputy Head 
of Mission in Moscow (2006-2007). During Ms Heckscher’s time in Canberra she has worked within 
the Legal Branch. Ms Heckscher holds a combined Bachelor degree of Arts and Law (Honours), a 
Master’s in International Relations and an Executive Master’s in Public Administration.  
 
Ryohei KANAMARU is currently the Deputy Director of the National Security Policy Division of the 
Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ Foreign Policy Bureau. He previously held a position at the 
Japanese Defense Agency (formerly known as the Ministry of Defense). 
 



Kriangsak KITTICHAISAREE, LL.B., LL.M., PhD., is a member of the International Law Commission of 
the United Nations (2012-2016) and Chairman of the ILC Working Group on the Obligation to 
Extradite or Prosecute (Aut Dedere Aut Judicare). He has been Thailand’s Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary to Iran and to Australia (and, concurrently, Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Solomon 
Islands, and Vanuatu). From 2004-2006, he was Ambassador Attached to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Thailand responsible for international legal issues and international counter-terrorism. 
While in that position, he served as Coordinator of the International Legal Cooperation against 
Terrorism stream of the Legal Issues Working Group of the Bali Regional Ministerial Meeting on 
Counter-Terrorism. From March 2006 to September 2007, he was Director-General of the 
Department of International Organizations at the Thai Ministry of Foreign Affairs in charge of the law 
and constitution of international institutions, international human rights and the rule of law, 
transnational organized crimes, and the workings of global economic and political institutions in all 
aspects including arms control and disarmament, international security under the UN framework, 
and UN reform. He is currently Chairman of the UN General Assembly’s Sixth Committee’s Working 
Group on the Administration of Justice at the United Nations (since October 2011). Amb 
Kittichaisaree is a Visiting Professor at the University of New South Wales and a Distinguished Visitor 
(equivalent to a visiting professor) at the National University of Singapore (NUS) Faculty of Law. He is 
the first Global Associate of the Centre for International Law at NUS.  
 
LEE Chul is the Director for the International Security Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Korea. He participated in the 2013-2014 UN GGE on information security as the expert. 
He served as First Secretary in Malaysia, Counsellor in the Kingdom of Jordan and First Secretary in 
Geneva. He also took the role of Deputy Director at the Development Policy Division of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. He received a Master’s of International Public Policy at Johns Hopkins University 
and Bachelor’s from Seoul National University. 
 
LI Juqian is a currently a professor at China University of Political Science and Law (CUPL), Associate 
Dean of School of International Law of CUPL, Associate Director of International Law Center of CUPL, 
Standing Council-Member of China Space Law Institute, Standing Council-Member of Beijing 
International Law Association, and Council-Member of Space Security Council of World Economic 
Forum. Dr Li graduated in 1999 from CUPL with a Doctorate in Law, specializing in international law. 
His research field covers public international law, especially space law, and international economic 
law. Dr Li obtained a Bachelor’s in Law in 1991 and a Master’s in International Economic Law in 1996, 
both from CUPL. He has published about 15 books and 20 articles on international law and 
international economic law. As visiting professor, he taught law in Korea in 2004 and 2005 and 
Iceland in 2006. He also acted as a teacher for Chinese astronauts (Taikonauts) in China Astronaut 
Center. 
 
PARK Nohyoung is a Professor of Law at Korea University since 1990. He is presently the Director of 
Cyber Law Center at Korea University. He graduated from the College of Law at Korea University 
(LL.B., 1981), the Graduate School at Korea University (LL.M., 1983), Harvard Law School (LL.M., 
1985), and the University of Cambridge (Ph.D. in international Law, 1990). His main interests are 
international economic law, negotiation and mediation, and cyber security and privacy. 
 
Pratap PARAMESWARAN is currently the Director of the Political-Security Directorate at the ASEAN 
Secretariat. From 1992 to 1996, he served as a Research and Publications Officer at an independent 
non-profit international network of organizations and individuals based in Malaysia and from 1996 
to 2000, he was a journalist attached to the Business Times, Malaysia’s financial newspaper. He 
joined the ASEAN Secretariat in Jakarta in 2000 where he has had a broad spectrum of functions 
including coordinating and facilitating ASEAN cooperation on law and legal matters, countering 
transnational crimes, culture and information, and ASEAN’s development programmes with its 



Dialogue Partners. He has also headed the ASEAN Regional Forum Unit and the Public Affairs 
Division in the recent past. He graduated with a Master’s in Law from King’s College at the University 
of London in 1991. 
 
Cherian SAMUEL is an Associate Fellow in the Strategic Technologies Centre at the Institute for 
Defence Studies and Analysis (IDSA), an autonomous think tank affiliated with the Indian Ministry of 
Defence. He has written on various cyber security issues, including critical infrastructure protection, 
cyber resilience, cybercrime, and internet governance. He has presented on these topics at seminars 
and round tables around the world as well as different fora in India. He was coordinator of the IDSA 
Task Force on Cyber Security which published a report on "India's Cyber Security Challenges" in 
March 2012. His monograph Global, Regional and Domestic Dynamics of Cybersecurity will be 
published shortly. 
 
Shariffah Rashidah SYED OTHMAN is currently serving as Principal Assistant Secretary in the Cyber 
and Space Security Division of the Malaysian National Security Council. 
 
YOO Dae-jong is the Director General of the International Organizations Bureau of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Korea. Prior to this post, he served as Minister Counsellor of the 
Korean Permanent Mission to the United Nations in New York, and also as Director of United 
Nations Division and Human Resources Management Division. He joined the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in 1988 and holds a Bachelor’s degree in French Language and Literature from Seoul National 
University.  
 
Marten ZWANENBURG is a Legal Counsel at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of The Netherlands. He 
holds a Doctorate in International Law from Leiden University.  
 
 


