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UNIDIR has the pleasure of inviting you to its 2018 Cyber Stability Conference, which will take 

place on 26 September at the Palais des Nations in Geneva. 

In an international environment marked by growing strategic as well as rising instability, the 

increase in malicious cyber activities by State and non-State actors—and the spread of 

malicious cyber tools and techniques—is a growing concern for governments, the private 

sector and individuals. 

Reports of the United Nations Groups of Governmental Experts (GGEs) on Developments in the 

Field of Information and Telecommunications in the Context of International Security have 

recommended a number of norms, confidence-building measures and cooperative measures. 

Together with the assertion that existing international law applies to cyberspace, these 

recommendations constitute an initial framework for limiting certain destabilizing behaviours, 

strengthening cooperation and contributing to greater international peace and stability. At its 

seventieth session, the UN General Assembly called on States to be guided in their use of ICTs 

by the 2015 report.  

In May, the UN Secretary-General launched his Agenda for Disarmament, ‘Securing Our 

Common Future’, in which he committed to engaging Member States “to help foster a culture of 

accountability and adherence to emerging norms, rules and principles on responsible 

behaviour” and extended his good offices to contribute to the prevention and peaceful 

settlement of conflict stemming from the malicious use of ICT. He has also convened a High-

level Panel on Digital Cooperation to contribute to the broader public debate on digital 

transformation and how to ensure a safe and inclusive digital future. 

Beyond the UN, a number of important initiatives relating directly or indirectly to ICT and 

international security and stability are emerging from the private sector, academia and civil 

society. 

With these and other developments as a backdrop, this year’s Cyber Stability conference is an 

opportunity to take stock of the practices of States and other actors, particularly as they relate 

to the implementation of the 2015 GGE recommendations, and consider how they can be better 

leveraged to contribute to conflict prevention and mitigation, and by extension, greater 

international security and stability.  

Invited experts will address: 

– Current State practice in preventing and mitigating conflict as it relates to the 

malicious use of ICT; 



– Opportunities and mechanisms for cooperation at regional level; 

– The role of the private sector in countering the proliferation of malicious ICT 

capabilities, tools and techniques; and   

– Future developments at the multilateral level and mechanisms for engaging other 

key actors. 

As seating is limited, registration is required. Kindly register online at 

https://reg.unog.ch/event/25778/ by Friday, 14 September 2018. Following your registration, 

you will receive an e-ticket. You will need to bring this e-ticket as well as photo ID on the day of 

the meeting. Please note that registration via the above link is required in order to receive a 

grounds pass for access to the United Nations Office at Geneva. Please contact Ms Yasmin Afina 

(yasmin.afina@un.org; tel. +41 22 917 31 11) with any inquiries. 

We look forward to your participation in what promises to be an engaging and interactive 

discussion on this topic of importance for all Member States.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Renata Dwan     

Director     

UNIDIR    


