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2018 Community Bio summit statement of shared purpose (3.0)



Origins of DIYbio…

May 2008 – 1st “official” DIYbio meet-up in U.S. (with a picture)
Similar events were occurring across the globe

December 2010 – 1st community labs open in U.S.



Growth in “DIY” labs and start-ups

Meyer, M. and Vergnaud, F. The rise of biohacking: Tracing the emergence and evolution 
of DIY biology through online discussions. Technological Forecasting and Social Change. 
Volume 160, November 2020. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2020.120206

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techfore.2020.120206


https://sphere.diybio.org/





Responsible Conduct from the Beginning (2011)

When we held the coding workshops there were only a handful of actual “labs” in 
the U.S. and across Europe. 5 countries represented in Europe and 6 labs in the U.S.  



Biosafety Boot Camp 
Summer 2019



What about in the midst 
of a global pandemic?



Screenshot of Josiah Zayner’s YouTube channel, 
August 9, 2020



“
“I want to reiterate we are not trying to create a 
treatment for covid or sell anything we are trying to 
show people what is possible with biomedical 
research in a DIY setting...”

— Josiah Zayner on Facebook 8/7/2020



Image courtesy Alex Hoekstra, 
Radvac

https://radvac.org/



“

“We’re going for ‘engaged consent.’ This 
goes beyond informed consent… We want 
engagement and we want people to critique 
our work. We’re not looking for passive 
participants. 

— Alex Hoekstra, Radvac

Slide courtesy of Alex Pearlman @Lexikon1 
or alexpearlman.com



https://app.jogl.io/program/opencovid19



Art’s Work in the Age of 
Biotechnology: Shaping Our 
Genetic Futures was an art-

science exhibit eliciting discussion 
about genetics in society through 
the lens of contemporary art and 
offers viewers new ways to think 

about their role in the genetic 
revolution.

www.go.ncsu.edu/artswork
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