Decisions

73/546. Convening a conference on the establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons
and other weapons of mass destruction

At its 65th plenary meeting, on 22 December 2018, the General Assembly, by a recorded vote of 88 to 4, with
75 abstentions,>* on the recommendation of the First Committee,’* decided:

(@) To entrust to the Secretary-General the convening, no later than 2019 for a duration of one week at United
Nations Headquarters, of a conference on the establishment of a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and other
weapons of mass destruction, to which all States of the Middle East,3 the three co-sponsors of the resolution on the
Middle East adopted by the 1995 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,*® in the light of their responsibility for the implementation of that resolution, the
other two nuclear-weapon States and the relevant international organizations shall be invited, provided that:

() The conference shall take as its terms of reference the resolution on the Middle East adopted by the
1995 Review and Extension Conference;

(i) The conference shall aim at elaborating a legally binding treaty establishing a Middle East zone free of
nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction, on the basis of arrangements freely arrived at by the
States of the region;

(i) All decisions emanating from the conference shall be taken by consensus by the States of the region;

(b) To affirm the special responsibility of the three co-sponsors of the resolution on the Middle East adopted
by the 1995 Review and Extension Conference, as the depository States of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons,”’ and to call upon them to fulfil their relevant obligations in accordance with the agreed outcomes
of the 1995, 2000 and 2010 Review Conferences;

(¢) To request the International Atomic Energy Agency, the Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons and the Biological Weapons Convention Implementation Support Unit to prepare the background
documents necessary for the conference;

(d) Torequest the Secretary-General to convene annual sessions of the conference for a duration of one week
at United Nations Headquarters until the conference concludes the elaboration of a legally binding treaty establishing
a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction;

(e) To also request the Secretary-General to report annually to the General Assembly on developments in this
regard.

53 The voting was as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of),
Botswana, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Cambodia, Chile, China, Comoros, Costa Rica, Cuba, Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Indonesia,
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Libya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia,
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint
Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Singapore, Somalia, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan,
Thailand, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uzbekistan, Venezuela
(Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Yemen, Zimbabwe

Against: Israel, Liberia, Micronesia (Federated States of), United States of America

Abstaining: Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cameroon,
Canada, Chad, Colombia, Céte d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Equatorial Guinea,
Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia,
Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malta, Mexico, Monaco, Montenegro, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe,
Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo,
Turkey, Tuvalu, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Vanuatu.
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35 See the report by the Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency on the application of Agency safeguards in the Middle
East (GOV/2018/38-GC(62)/6).

56 See 1995 Review and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, Final Document,
Part I (NPT/CONF.1995/32 (Part I) and NPT/CONF.1995/32 (Part I)/Corr.2), annex.
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